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to our directors, committee chairs and our 
hardworking committee members. Our many 
events and projects during the year rely on the 
planning and attendance of these dedicated 
MHSAA folks.
    It is now time to consider and accept 
nominations for the officer and director 
positions of MHSAA, which must be elected 
every two years by the voting membership of 
the Association.  The election will be held at 
our Annual MHSAA General Meeting, which 
follows our Summer Picnic on the evening 
of Sunday, August 28, at the air-conditioned 
Wefald Pavilion in the Manhattan City Park. 
If you are interested in serving in one of the 
many areas available, contact us through our 
website (mhsalumniassociation.org.)  Or You 
may contact me by telephone (785-537-9123) 
in Manhattan or by email (dfiser1@cox.net.).  
We need and value everyone’s support and  
input!
    Our MHSAA Alumni Center, located 
in room 110 at the MHS East Campus, 
continues to receive memorabilia from former 
MHS graduates. The Center contains a wealth 
of information to take you down memory lane 
and provide updates on the current status of 
our alumni members. If you are in Manhattan, 
plan to contact Alumni Center chair Don 
Slater at 785-776-0244 so he can arrange for 
the Center to be open and you—and your 
classmates, if you have a group—may browse 
through the many interesting items. In the 
meantime, “Go Indians”
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President’s 
Message
Serving as your 

MHSAA President 
has been an honor, but 
in fact the success of 
our organization goes 

Wall of Fame 2010

David Dary
MHS  1952
Senior Blue M photo

David Dary and Tal 
Streeter, from the 

MHS Class of 1952, 
were selected in the fall 
of 2010 for the MHSAA 
Wall of Fame. The 
installations ceremony 
was held February 14, 
2011 at the MHS West 
Campus.  A social hour 
with punch and cookies 
was hosted by MHSAA 
in the cafeteria before the 
awards were presented. 
Many of Dary and 
Streeter’s classmates, 
along with other MHS 
alums, friends, and 
current administrators, 
enjoyed time to catch up 
on the careers of the two 
newest Wall of Fame 
members.
 On center 
court of the north gym  
between the girls and 
boys basketball games, 
MHSAA President Dave 
Fiser ’57 and Wall of 

2011 Annual Meeting

Tal Streeter
MHS  1952
Senior Blue M photo

Classmates from 1952 pose with new Wall of  Fame members David 
Dary, front second from left, and Tal Streeter, front center. 

Dave Fiser ’57
MHSAA President

Fame Chairman Mike Buchanan ’78 presented 
the program to an audience of students, parents 
and MHS alums in the stands.
 Tal Streeter was introduced by 
1952 classmate Bill Johnston, who spoke of 

Streeter’s many and varied accomplishments 
since leaving MHS.  
 MHSAA President Dave Fiser 
presented David Dary and his outstanding 
career. 

Cont. on page 2

The fall Annual Meeting is scheduled for August 28 and will again be a potluck picnic supper, 
this year held at the Wefald Pavilion in Manhattan’s City Park.  MHSAA will furnish the 

hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks while members should bring a salad, dessert or other side dish 
of their choice to share.   The social and supper hour will start at 6 p.m. and be followed by the 
Annual General Membership meeting at 7 p.m.
 The election of new officers for MHSAA will be on the agenda this year for the business 
meeting. The new officers’ terms will run from Jan. 1, 2012 through 2013.  Mike Buchanan ’78, 
has served as the nominating committee chairman this year along with Dave Fiser ‘57.   The 
Manhattan High School Alumni Association very much appreciates all members who are able 
and willing to fill a position as an officer, director or committee chair.  Cont. on page 15



Manhattan High School 
Alumni Association

President            David Fiser ’57
Vice Pres.                     Carita (Clark) Otts  ’55
Secretary    Sally (Baril) Lansdowne ’65
Treasurer  Brenda (Gregory) Hoefler ’77
Events Officer        Keith Eyestone ’80
Communications     Janet (Krider) Duncan ’58
Directors:                Mike Buchanan ’78
 Ned Seaton ’86
 Pete Paukstelis ’88
  Don Slater ’57
 Marlene (Glasscock) Moyer ’65
 
MHSAA Committee Chairmen

Public Relations:                    Mike Motley ’74
Membership:               Carita (Clark) Otts ’55
Wall of Fame:        Mike Buchanan’78 
Events:         Keith Eyestone ’80
Reunions:           
Alumni Center:               Don Slater’57
The Alumni Mentor staff:
Editor    Janet (Krider) Duncan ’58
Copy Editor   Kathleen (Bryson) Pizar ’58

Pat Dougherty ’57
Charley Kempthorne ’55 

Lloyd Helms ‘56
 Barbara (MacFarlane) Howe ’58
Circulation         Pat Duncan ’59
Webmaster:                    Mike Duncan ’62
MHSAA Web site:

www.mhsalumniassociation.org

Membership and Wall of Fame Nomination 
forms are available on the MHSAA Web site, 
from any MHSAA board member, or write to 
our postal mailing address:

  MHSAA
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Board of Directors

“Enhancing Manhattan High School and its 
graduates through life-long involvement.”

Change of Information?
If  you’ve had a change of:
  Mailing address
 Phone number
 Email address
 Last name
Please send this information to Pat 
Duncan ’59 at the above address
 or to: PatDuncan@aol.com

If you would like to give us a 
monetary donation, please send a 
check to MHSAA at the mailing 
address above.  DONATIONS 
WELCOMED!
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A year’s of worth activities are packed into 
this issue and we really appreciate the 

MHSAA members who have written both for 
us and to us.  As well as the excellent biography 
and commentary we’ve come to expect, we 
have new memoir writers in this issue.  Perhaps 
these stories will spark some you would like to 
share.
 We were only able to publish one issue 
of The Alumni Mentor this past year but we hope 
to resume our previous schedule in the future.  
We try to keep new material coming on the web 
site and some of the articles within this issue 
were published there earlier this summer—so 
don’t forget to check it 
 A special mention is past due to two  
extremely important members of The Alumni 
Mentor’s staff  First, our copy editor, Kathleen 
(Bryson) Pizar ’58, who never gets her own 
byline, but  deserves much praise for her 
professional and efficient checking of Alumni 
Mentor articles.  We are extremely fortunate to 
have the services of an expert in this business 
and we owe much more to her concerning the 
read-ability of our stories than to any “spell-
checking” program. She, in NJ, is available 
to this computer in Manhattan, KS, and even 
better, she is always willing to help.  
 Second, a big thank you goes to Pat 
Duncan ’59.  As soon as the papers have been 
printed, he picks them up and then deals with 
the address labels and the mailing service, a 
several-step process.  
 So please join me in thanking Kathy 
Pizar and Pat Duncan, who have helped with 
this newsletter from its early days.

From 
the 
Editor

A message from Dorothy Ann Streeter:
 “Tal was honored to have been selected 

for the Wall of Fame of his school.  Sadly, what 
some of you may not know is that Tal suffered 
a stroke shortly before he was to return home 
after receiving the award.  
 “This has been a difficult time but 
everyone in Manhattan has been terrific.   After 
rehab here for the last several months, we intend 
to return to our home in Santa Fe, NM late in 
the summer where Tal hopes to resume some of 
his book and foundation projects 
 “Tal and I want to thank everyone 
connected with the Wall of Fame at MHS.  In 
addition to the installation, in February, Tal also 
spent a very special day, which was arranged by 
the MHS Alumni Association, as the guest of 
Sonda Copeland and the MHS Art department. 
He visited classes both at the West Campus 
and the East Campus—the latter, the building 
where he spent his MHS years, brought back 
many memories even though there have been 
a number of changes.  As he walked through 
the halls, he related a story or two about the 
building that his school guide did not know.  
This interaction with these fine MHS students 
and teachers was truly the highlight of Tal’s 
trip—thank you to all who were involved in 
making this possible.” 

From Tal Streeter:
 “I’m very proud to be honored in 

my hometown (and the hometown of my 
grandmothers and grandfathers, my brother, 
our mother and father, as well as the birthplace 
of our daughter). And even more so, in the 
Manhattan High School setting—of course new 
now—but among my fondest memories are: 
going to school in Manhattan, from kindergarten 
through the sixth grade at Bluemont School, 
then on to the old Junior and Senior High (the 
present MHS East): sitting on the sidewalk wall 
waiting for the school to open and for classes 
to begin; the classmates who became life-long 
friends; the teachers and many fine memories of 
our life in the MHS hallways and classrooms; 
the auditorium events; the band room and all it 
meant to us.
    “I view this award as recognition for 
those many people, my family, my teachers 
and classmates who contributed to Manhattan’s 
ongoing luster. Whatever I might be or have 
accomplished, I am a product of this community. 
In accepting this honor, I am standing in for 
our generation and our families, growing up in 
Manhattan.
     “All these many years later, those early 
years are still constantly in my thoughts and very 
close to my heart—and remain immeasurably 
important to my life.” 

  Both Dary and Streeter spoke to 
the crowd, remembering with pleasure their 
own days at MHS.   Both graduated from the 
building that is now the MHS East Campus.  

Due to the extreme thunderstorm and high 
winds that passed through Manhattan the 
afternoon and evening of the MHSAA 
2010 Annual Meeting and summer picnic, 
several officers of the organization were 
unable to attend the meeting and no minutes 
were recorded or pictures taken.  A number 
of members, who were from areas of town 
where the winds had not closed streets, 
brought dishes to share and reportedly 
had a good time.  Radios were  cautioning 
people to stay off the streets and some were 
told the picnic had been canceled, so with 
the weather as wild as it was that night, the 
turnout was rather remarkable.  We hope 
for a beautiful and calm evening for 2011.

August 13, 2010

2010 Annual
Meeting

Wall of Fame Cont from page 1
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Golden Alum MHS 1938

By  Barbara Beckenhauer Vitt ‘58 volunteer was much more exhausted than he 
had expected to be.  “Little did I know,” he 
lamented, “that I had landed at the home of ‘the 
knickknack lady.’” 
 Then this great-grandmother spent 
countless hours searching eBay and other 
internet sites hoping to find replacements for 
items too badly mangled to repair.
 What gave this diminutive woman 
such a resilient spirit?  Dorris was born in 
1920 in Manhattan and went to Roosevelt 
Grade School.  She grew up with two younger 
brothers at a home in the 900 block of Pierre.  
They were children of the Great Depression, 
so most of their entertainment was “homespun 
fun.”  When the weather was decent, they were 
outdoors.  Most of the kids in the neighborhood 
were boys, so other than girls’ summer softball, 
Dorris played the boys’ games and learned to 
shoot a rifle with the guys by plinking empty 
bottles bobbing in the river.  Dorris said that the 
hardships were seen as challenges by most of 
her peers.  The dire circumstances taught them 
“to work hard and to be grateful for what we 
had”
 Her memories of high school days 
are remarkably fresh.  She still remembers the 
loathsome, ill-fitting short, green jumpsuits that 
were the compulsory physical education garb.  
She recalled that assemblies were mostly put 
on by either faculty or students, and she greatly 
preferred the student talent shows to the didactic 
faculty programs.  However, “Mr. Parrish, the 
chemistry teacher, and Miss Anna Marley, my 
English teacher, were never boring,” Dorris 
said.  She enjoyed dancing, and she remembers 
the first organized high school dances were 
held when she was in school. (Pigskin Prom, 
1936.)
 Dorris wishes to this day that she 
would have had her senior picture retaken.  “I 
could have been mistaken for a P.O.W.  I had 
been sick for a couple of weeks, undergone an 
appendectomy, and had lost a lot of weight.  I 
looked pretty scruffy.”  
 After graduation, it was on to K-State 
to work on degrees in home economics and art, 

The roof was gone; the brick walls 
demolished.  Insulation was strewn from 

stem to stern.  What furniture remained was 
smashed and soggy.  Splintered beams and 
shattered glass littered the rain-soaked carpet.  
Standing amid the wreckage of the June 
11, 2008 F-4 tornado was the 87-year-old 
homeowner whose weight barely equated her 
age.  With a hand on one hip, this plucky little 
woman beckoned to an onlooker and quipped, 
“Come on in. We’re holding an open house 
here today!’”
 Dorris Kastner Beckenhauer, MHS 
Class of 1938, had lived with her husband, 
Neil, in this house on a hilltop in Manhattan for 
thirty-nine years.  When the tornado,  with winds 
as high as 200 m.p.h, smacked the dwelling, 
it destroyed or severely damaged most of the 
possessions the couple had accumulated during 
their sixty-five–year marriage.
 A lesser woman, or as Dorris 
humorously said, “a more sane woman,” might 
have called a wrecking service, had the place 
bulldozed, and moved into a nursing home. 
But Dorris Beckenhauer intended to salvage 
and rebuild.  This petite dynamo did battle with 
the insurance company; she redesigned her 
home to make it easier for her to care for her 
92-year-old, cancer-stricken husband; and she 
kept a finger on the pulse of the builder.  She 
supervised the salvage of their innumerable 
broken, but priceless, souvenir pieces from 
around the globe.  She moved (not once but 
twice) over 400 ceramic molds and hundreds of 
pieces of greenware (her kiln in the basement 
was undamaged); her paints; hundreds of yards 
of fabric; her many hand-crafted, prize-winning 
quilts, and remnants of china sets, some of 
which she had made and others purchased in 
faraway places.   She rescued and had repaired 
Oriental furniture and a myriad of irreplaceable 
family heirlooms, including a pincushion given 
to her by her grandfather and the original deed 
to her great-grandfather’s farm, just south of 
Tuttle Creek Dam complete with President 
Buchanan’s signature.  One helpful young 

taking the first ceramics class offered at Kansas 
State Agricultural College.  It was at college that 
she met her husband-to-be, Neil Beckenhauer.  
Dorris and Neil spent many college nights 
dancing at the Avalon in Aggieville, home of 
the spring-mounted dance floor, 
 They married in 1943, and upon 
graduation, Neil began a veterinary medicine 
practice in Wahoo, NE.  Within four months, 
however, he was called into military service.  
Dorris stayed in the Manhattan area to finish 
the school year teaching typing, English, 
literature, and Home economics at Garrison 
High School.
 After the war, they returned to Wahoo, 
but with the Korean conflict in 1950, Neil 
decided to make the Air Force his career.  Dorris 
remembers their various tours of duty—with 
a son, Dwane, and a daughter, Sharron—as 
good, though difficult, times.  They lived  in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, for three years, and the 
family traveled extensively in Europe.  She 
dragged the family to see “every cathedral ever 
built”.  She also purchased mementos from each 
country visited.  And she made sure that their 
travels were “very educational experiences for 
children”  Neil was also stationed at Air Force 
bases near Kansas City; St. Louis; Chicopee, 
MS; Grand Island, NE; San Antonio, TX; 
Salina; New Orleans, LA; Spokane, WA; at Ft. 
Riley and in Okinawa.  The family accompanied 
Neil to each location except Okinawa.  While at 
Westover AFB in Massachusetts, Dorris taught 
ceramics. At nearly all the bases, Dorris taught 
clothing classes for military wives.
 Upon Neil’s retirement, they returned 
to Manhattan and built the home on North 
Dartmouth.  Neil retired, but Dorris was ready 
for her next step: she earned master’s degrees 
in clothing, textiles and interior design, and in 
education.  She also earned a realtor’s license 
and sold real estate in her spare time.  From 
1976 to 1989, she taught art at St. George 
High School and sponsored their Pep Club 
and cheerleader squad.  Retiring from teaching 
meant more time for ceramics, making quilts, 
sewing for the grandchildren, and working 
in yard (where she erected all the limestone 
retaining walls herself!).
 In 1982, Neil was diagnosed with oral 
cancer.  He remained relatively active and 
independent until 2007, when Dorris began 
spending an ever-increasing amount of time as 
his caregiver.  She also cared for her terminally 
ill brother and her mother who passed away in 
2004 at nearly 104.
 Perhaps, it is good genes or perhaps 
it was growing up during a depression that 
enabled and compelled Dorris Beckenhauer to 
salvage and rebuild.  She now lives once again 
in her family home amidst as many treasures as 
she could save and restore.

MY INDOMINABLE AUNT DORRIS

Dorris 
Kastner

Senior 
Blue M 
photo 
Class 
of
1938.

Dorris Kastner Beckenhauer 2010

Dorris 
with 

a few 
of the  
many 
items 

she 
pieced 

and 
glued, 

her 
own 

work 
far 

right.
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by Mike Buchanan ‘78

Wall 
of 

Fame
With the induction of Tal Streeter and David 

Dary to the MHSAA Wall of Fame at the 
MHS West Campus, this brings the number of 
honorees on the Wall of Fame from the class of 
1952 to four.  Considering there are now a total 
of 15 WOF members, it’s easy to surmise that 
the Class of 52 is one of the most prominent in 
the history of MHS.
 So just how did the class of  ’52 get so 
much love?
 For one, there are simply some talented 
and influential people who graduated that year.  
Inger Stensland, Del Close, Tal Streeter, and 
David Dary all made significant contributions 
in their respective fields and are certainly well-
deserving of their place on “The Wall.”  Just as 
crucial, though, is the fact that someone felt it 
was important enough to submit a nomination  
because that’s the only way to get a deserving 
MHS alum on the Wall of Fame.
 IF YOUR CLASSMATES ROCK, 
BRAG ABOUT THEM!   Take the steps to get 
their name on “The Wall”!   (Remember, for all 
we know, the Class of 1952 isn’t finished yet!)  

Wall of Fame 

The Manhattan High School “Wall of Fame” 
was created in 2005 by the executive board 
of the Manhattan High School Alumni 
Association to recognize selected MHS 
graduates for “significant contributions and//
or accomplishments to mankind on the state, 
national or worldwide level.”
Nomination Process
Nominees for the Wall must have an MHSAA 

Wall of Fame form submitted by an Alumni 
member of MHSAA which includes a biography 
along with supporting documents to verify the 
nominee’s accomplishments.  Nomination 
forms are available through the MHSAA 
website, at the Alumni Center/Museum at the 
MHS East Campus or by contacting a member 
of the MHSAA board.  The deadline for 
submitting nominations is August 1.
Eligibility
 Any MHS graduate is eligible to be nominated!  
The minimum criteria for consideration are:
 •   MHS graduate (no exceptions.)
 • Distinguished Service is defined 
by significant accomplishment(s) and/or 
contribution to mankind, after life at MHS.  
The field is wide open: academics, athletics, 
business/professional, volunteer activities, 
personal, etc.  Recognition must be beyond the 
local level—at the state, national or worldwide 
level.
 •  Age (young or old) will not be a 
consideration.
Selection of honoree(s)
The selection process is first a function of the 
MHSAA Wall of Fame committee, which is 
made up of volunteers who are alumni members 
in good standing of MHSAA.  After the August 
1 deadline for receiving the nominations, the 
committee meets to review all applications.  
When the nominees are chosen, the information 
concerning the prospective inductees is 
presented to the MHSAA board for approval.  
The WOF committee will select up to four 
inductees each year.  However four might not 
be chosen every year; it is possible for there to 
be a year with fewer or with no selection.

 WOF committee members consider 
many factors when deciding who is worthy of 
induction.  The nominee’s accomplishments 
carry the most weight, but other factors include 
proper nomination submittal, inclusion of 
a short bio by the nominator, submittal of 

information that is relevant, verification that the 
information provided is accurate and factual, 
and the overall number of nominees submitted 
in a given year.  
  Nomination materials, once reviewed 
by the WOF committee each year, are only kept 
by the committee until December 31st.  Upon 
request, the information is returned to the 
nominator; otherwise, the nomination materials 
will be shredded.  Any individuals nominated 
but not selected can be nominated again in a 
following year, but the information must be re-
submitted prior to the August 1st deadline for 
that year.  (So MHSAA members who submit 
nominations should  keep a copy of their file.)  
Submissions received after August 1st will be 
considered for the next Wall of Fame year.  
 How are inductees recognized?  The 
formal induction ceremony is held during the 
wintertime, usually at one of the MHS home 
basketball games.  The ceremony for the 
WOF “Class of 2011” was held on Saturday, 
February 12.  In addition to being recognized 
at the game, the inductees each have a plaque 
mounted on the Wall of Fame at the MHS West 
Campus.  A duplicate plaque is presented to the 
inductee (or a representative).
 GET INVOLVED!  There are many, 
many graduates who’ve done fantastic things 
upon leaving the hallowed hallways of good 
ol’ MHS.  The nomination process is free.  If 
you have a fellow classmate whom you think is 
worthy, send in the form!
 Remember, though—only MHSAA 
alumni members can submit.  If you’re not a 
member, get signed up today.  Let’s get busy 
filling the Wall!
 And, if you’d like to be involved 
with the committee, contact Chairman Mike 
Buchanan ’78.:
 Email:  buchanan@ci.manhattan.ks.us 
or  phone:  785-537-3365.
 Go Indians!

Class of ’52 Rocks Wall of Fame

The MHSAA membership committee continues to explore ways to 
make it easier and more attractive for Manhattan High graduates to 

join the Manhattan High School Alumni Association. New memberships 
in MHSAA have enabled our total paid membership to grow in 2011 
but more slowly than we would like to see. This number does not come 
close to the many Manhattan High alumni who are potential members 
and who are aware of our alumni association. 
  MHS alums can become a member by going to our website—
mhsalumniassociation.org—and clicking on “Join MHSAA.” A 
membership application can be filled out and mailed with a personal 
check, or a membership can be completed directly on the website with 
payment through PayPal or credit card.  If you know a former classmate 
who is not a member, please help them join our organization so they 

can be updated on our MHSAA programs. You might want to consider 
a membership as a gift to your children or to a friend or new graduate to 
introduce them to MHSAA. 
   We recently provided Honorary Memberships to Charlie Sprott, 
MHS assistant principal, grade 9, at the MHS East Campus and Carlos 
Gonzales, Security Officer at MHS East in appreciation of their years of 
support to MHSAA. The memberships were presented the evening of 
the Wall of Fame Awards presentations between the basketball games 
in the Manhattan High School West gymnasium. In addition, one of our 
members from 1941, Virginia Engert Peck, now holds Golden Alum 
status.
  We believe that many of our MHS graduates are interested in 
maintaining their ties to their alma mater and would be willing to join 
MHSAA if personally asked to do so. If each of our current members 
would ask one MHS grad who is not a member of to join us, we could 
double our total membership number for the coming year.  We need 
everybody’s help!  

Membership
By Dave Fiser ’57   



page �  The Alumni Mentor  Vol. 6 No 1                   

HOT SHOTSEssayist 
Pat Dougherty ’57

There are fifteen names on the MHS Wall of 
Fame, four of which belong to members of 

the class of 1952. Ingar Stensland, Del Close, 
David Dary and Tal Streeter, all very worthy of 
the honor, all particularly distinguished in their 
fields of endeavor. Ingar, a Hollywood star 
of numerous fine movies, many of which are 
still being shown on the movies channels, Del 
Close an icon of comedy, and a name which 
can be dropped to this day on the artsy upper 
westside of New York with considerable and 
agreeable effect, Dave Dary, A historian and 
writer on western frontier subjects with over 
a dozen well received books to his credit, and 
Tal Streeter, an artist and sculptor of worldwide 
acclaim, who’s name like Del’s may be dropped 
in New York with impressive results.

WHAT’S GOING ON HERE? 
 There are others in that class which 
have met with considerable success, Art 
Hobson comes to mind, professor emeritus of 
physics at Arkansas University, he is author of 
a highly respected physics text book used on 
135 campuses, or Gary Rogers, on the Dean’s 
Advisory List at the University of California 
Davis. These and many more beg the question, 
what’s going on here? Why so many stars in 
such a constricted field?
 Dave Dary thought that perhaps the 
concentration of success might be due to the 
times, and the community. It was an optimistic 
time, a prevailing attitude of, “It’s a big open 
world out there, and you can do it”, he added. 
The war had just ended successfully and many 
advances and inventions promised to benefit 
the world greatly in the near future. Maybe it 
has something to do with music. Del, Dave, 
Tal, as well as Art played in the band. But I 
think John Stockmyer,’52, also a band member, 
may have come up with the answer, if there is 
one. He recalled that at a class reunion several 
years ago, he overheard talk that the class had 
been recognized as being especially talented at 
least as early as Junior High, when they were 
designated as being “Hot Shots,” by school 
administrators, and accordingly held to higher 
standards.
 
BIGGER IS NOT BETTER?
 By way of comparisons, I recall a few 
years ago organizing and presenting oratorical 
contests for an Optimist Club. All of the speeches 
were fine, and the students’ brilliant, but they 
were all basically critical. The themes were 
complaints and critiques of every sort, from 
the environment chiefly, to, over-consumption, 
over-population, poverty, crime, immorality, 
poor schooling, juvenile and health problems, 

all of which always got a good going over. 

HALF FULL/HALF EMPTY
 A friend of mine noticed the 
predominate pessimism of the speeches and 
asked what happened to the optimism of our 
youth, when the subjects of such speeches were 
dominated by the promise of new advances 
in inventions and develops such as, jet-
propelled air liners, television, superhighways, 
agricultural production, domed buses and 
streamlined diesel trains, bigger and more 
powerful cars, higher and higher speed and 
altitude records, high fidelity sound recording, 
room air-conditioning, and the miracles in 
immunology, stunning scientific discoveries, 
and marvelous advancements in engineering 
and architecture.

OFF THE ISLAND OR ON THE TEAM
 Perhaps Dave Dary is right; it was 
simply the times they lived in. Consider the 
viewpoint of the modern critical student and 
that of the awestruck enthusiastic student of 
times past. The critic has a natural advantage 
over the criticized by taking on the mantle of 
an expert. He picks the battlefield. He has his 
choice of weapons. He is perched above the 
criticized looking down from superior height. 
All this whether he knows anything about the 
subject or not. His goal is not to emulate or 

surpass. It is limited to just criticizing, That’s 
all; there is no desire to go forward. The 
enthusiast, on the other hand, wants to join the 
project and if possible make it better. In doing 
so he must first study the subject, then master 
it, then become involved, and then improve 
it. His enthusiastic response is not the end of 
his efforts. It is just the beginning, while the 
critic by his criticism is done; he’s finished. But 
as Dave Dary pointed out, theirs was not the 
only class of those times. That’s why I tend to 
agree with John Stockmyer, perhaps this class 
was held to higher expectations, and with Dave 
Dary, perhaps the times were just right.
 Here, in Saint Louis, where I reside, it 
is customary to inquire of a new comer to any 
group, “and where did you graduate from”? The 
response by most is to name your University. 
“No, no,” the questioner will correct, “what 
high school?” They are trying to identify your 
class. “John Burroughs Prep” is the only correct 
answer. Any other, even Manhattan High will 
obtain,”Oh, that’s nice. It’s a good school, I’m 
sure.” Now if ever asked again, I shall say, “Yes, 
its”. “Our graduates include, Ingar Stevens, the 
movie star, Del close, a Second City founder 
you know, and Dave Dary, the western author, 
and Tal Streeter, the sculptor. And you know 
what else? …  Hell, that’s just one class.” 
 Thank you class of ’52, and you too, 
Lawrence Norvell where ever you are.     

The band 
room at MHS 
after the 
1951 flood.  
Instruments 
and room 
were a 
complete 
mess.  

For many 
years there 
was a mark 
on the 
blackboards 
on the ground 
floor about 
five feet up 
from the floor 
showing the 
height of the 
water line 
of the flood 
waters in the 
school.
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just after World War II.  With that he listened 
to the BBC.   By high school he was an avid 
shortwave listener.  One day he saw an ad in 
a catalogue for a phono-oscillator for a few 
dollars and sent off for the tiny transmitter.  
He hooked it up to his shortwave antenna and 
played records on a 45 player and he had a 
make-believe radio station called KDAD (for 
David A. Dary’s initials.)  Neighbors could 
hear the station when he broadcast on a clear 
spot on the AM dial.  A few weeks later two 
gentlemen from the FCC field office in Kansas 
City knocked on the door and told him that 
they had heard his station at their monitoring 
operation in Grand Island, Nebraska, and that 
his station (about one watt of power) was illegal.  
“Needless to say the station ceased to exist with 
their visit,” Dary says.  “They encouraged me 
to get a ham radio license.  I did and have had 
an FCC license as an amateur radio operator 
now for more than 50 years.”  
 Dary was born in Manhattan. A 
product of Woodrow Wilson and Manhattan 
Junior High Schools. At MHS he was active 
in instrumental music and on The Mentor and 
Blue M staffs.   About his years at MHS in the 
early 1950s,  he says, “My teachers taught me 
to think…”.  He has also been known to say   
“There were fine teachers and a handful not 
so fine AND only a handful of administrators.  
The teachers were the key,  and study and not 
activities dominated.” 
 While his radio opened the world to 
Dary, his printing classes helped to develop his 
interest in writing.   “We didn’t do that much 
writing,” he remembered, but our “English 
teachers asked ‘why did so-and-so write this?’   
It was mostly philosophical discussion, but in 
printing you set the story up in type, you created  
it  upside down and backwards.  You could see 
it.”    
  Dary got a part-time job at the 
Manhattan radio station KMAN doing news 
and announcing before the flood of 1951.  Then 
after MHS, he concentrated on radio courses at 
K-State and worked on KSDB-FM, the student 
training station.  This ambitious young man 
had decided he wanted to be like Edward R. 
Murrow and the other prominent CBS News 
correspondents. After K-State graduation he 
went to work for CBS Radio News, first in 
Texas and then in Washington, D.C.   And then 
he lived his dream: not only did he produce 
several programs for the legendary Lowell 

Thomas, he interviewed Edward R. Murrow on 
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the start 
of the Voice of America after Murrow had left 
CBS and been appointed by President John F. 
Kennedy to head the U.S. Information Agency.  
Dary even introduced President Kennedy to the 
CBS radio audience for the President’s speech 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  
 But even with all that, Dary says, 
covering the White House, was, well, kind of 
boring.  “I found covering the White House a 
rather dull job waiting for White House press 
releases.  “It was like being on a death watch,” 
he recalls, “ just in case something  happened  
to  the President.  
 Nor did he like the politics at the top 
of the national radio heap (having worked for 
both CBS and NBC) so when he was offered 
a management job in New York, he thought it 
over very carefully.  By then married, he and his 
wife knew they didn’t want to raise their four 
daughters in New York or even to live there.  At 
the same time, his mother back in Manhattan, 
KS became ill with cancer.  “That made it an 
easy decision,” Dary, an only child, said in an 
interview.   The family moved and he took a 
job as consultant to the new TV Channel 27 
in Topeka and helped them build that station. 
He was also public affairs director for the 
Kansas Republican Party in the 1968 election. 
After that election and his mother’s death, he 
decided to change to teaching—and of course, 
writing.  K-State wasn’t forthcoming with a 
job, so he joined the KU journalism faculty, got 
his masters and spent the next twenty years in 
Lawrence.
 Most importantly, he began to write 
about the history of the American West, an 
interest he had cultivated from the time he lived 
in Texas.  “Texans had so little history because 
it was such a huge place that you could drive 
for an hour without seeing anything historical 
but they crowed about it so much,” he said, 
“surely Kansans had more history than that!”  
He began work on what eventually became his 
first big book, The Buffalo Book (1974).    
 Of course it is as a writer, storyteller and 
historian of the American West that David Dary 
has become best known.  The Buffalo Book, 
1974, became a Book-of-the-Month selection. 
During this time he also began writing stories 
for the Kansas City Star’s Sunday supplement—
collected in True Tales of the Old-Time Plains 
(1979). In 1981, Dary wrote Cowboy Culture: A 
Saga of Five Centuries, which was nominated 
for the Pulitzer Prize.  With the books that 
followed—including Seeking Pleasure in the 
Old West; Entrepreneurs of the Old West; The 
Santa Fe Trail: Its History, Legends and Lore;  

and The Oregon Trail: An American Saga—he 
became a leading authority on the American 
West.  
 He worked his way up to full professor 
within a few years and found time to freelance 
write more stories and more books on the 
West. He has received two Wrangler Awards 
from the  Cowboy & Western Heritage Center, 
two Spur Awards from the Western Writers 
of America, the Best Nonfiction Book Award 
from the Westerners International. and the 
Owen Wister Award for lifetime achievement 
from the Western Writers of America.  In 2008, 
the Oklahoma Center for the Book presented 
him with the Arrell Gibson Award for Lifetime 
Achievement 
 In 1989, the University of Oklahoma 
recruited Dary to help fundraise and build their 
new School of Journalism.  As Director, he hired 
new faculty, rebuilt the program, and elevated 
the school to become the freestanding Gaylord 
College of Journalism.  He retired in 2000. 
In 2007, he was inducted into the Oklahoma 
Journalism Hall of Fame and in 2008 into the 
Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame.  
  Dary, of course knew Wall-of-Famers 
Inger Stensland (stage name Inger Stevens), 
Del Close, and Tal Streeter.  “Del and Tal I 
knew well,” he says in an email.  “We were in 
band together and also had an interest in magic 
and would compare new magic tricks and see 
all of the magicians that came to Manhattan 
and performed at the high school or at the State 
Theatre.  We frequently ran into each other 
at the Manhattan Public Library where we 
competed to check out books on magic.”   
 Dary’s boyhood home, the “redbrick 
house “ at 121 N. 8th, is on the National Register 
of Historic Places. His father, Russell Dary, 
was a prominent realtor here and his Manhattan 
ancestors include great-grandfather Carl Engel 
who opened a general store on south Poyntz 
in 1865 (now under the mall) and grandfather 
Archie Long.  Long’s Hill and Long’s Park in 
Manhattan are named for him.  
 When asked about the class of 1952 
and why it produced more than its share of 
famous people, David laughed and joked, “I 
told someone a few years ago that it might be 
due to the city water supply. That supply was 
damaged in the 1951 flood but then cleaned 
out. Maybe that fresh clean water enjoyed by 
the class of 1952 played a role.”  
 At 76, he’s still a busy and happy man, 
at his desk every day.  He has just finished the 
index for a book of Oklahoma stories that will 
be published early next fall.   He and his wife 
live in Norman, Oklahoma.
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An artist, a writer, and a university 
professor, Tal Streeter can look back on 

a brilliant career.  But at 76, Streeter doesn’t 
think of retirement.  “It just keeps going,” he 
says, working on sculpture scheduled to tour 
museums April 2011 through 2014 at his home 
in New York’s Hudson Valley.  He is also 
doing research for a book on the origins of the 
circus, which he believes took place in India.  
Renowned for his sculptures, his famous, 
Endless Column, was displayed for two years 
alongside New York’s Metropolitan Museum 
of Art.  From Manhattan to Manhattan, his 
continuing inspiration has been the space of the 
Kansas prairie and its big sky.  He has worked 
and studied in New York City with some of the 
icons of 20th Century modern art, has written 
books, and has worldwide acclaim for his work 
with kites.
 Yes, kites. From making his first kite 
as a child from scraps of wood and paper, 
Streeter became the first artist of the western 
world to explore the rich subject of kites from 
aerodynamics to fine art.  Now he has an almost 
unparalleled expertise and an international 
reputation in this field.  He has authored 
numerous articles and seminal books on the 
ancient and contemporary form of both western 
and eastern kites; he has a personal collection of 
“four or five thousand kites”; and he’s traveled 
the world to learn and teach about kites.
 He began his art career, you might say, 
in Miss Waite’s first grade at Bluemont School.  
A student teacher liked something he did in 
art and asked him if she could show it to her 
fellow students at K-State  The young Streeter 
accepted that implicit praise. Beginning to 
think of himself as an artist, he worked hard in 
art through grade school—until the 7th grade 
brought a setback: a teacher thought he was 
smart-alecky in art class and invited him out into 
the hall where she lectured him and slapped his 
face.  “This stopped me for about five years,” 
he said, but he now dismisses this as something 
that could have happened to anyone.  
 At MHS, yearbook editor Gary Rogers, 
invited Streeter to illustrate their 1952 Blue M.  
Streeter recalls Gary watching him, bemused, 
back in the 6th grade as he drew from a comic 
book.  As Art Editor, Streeter immortalized 
the MHS Indian in cartoon imagery.  “But you 
know,” he modestly says, “years later when I 
taught at such schools as Dartmouth and MIT, 
I realized that I couldn’t have gotten into those 
schools submitting a portfolio of my work at 
that high school stage of my life.”
 This illustration job for the Blue M 
set him to thinking, though, that he ought to 
take more art courses.  He already was active 
in instrumental music—band (sax), orchestra 
(string bass), sax quartet, pep band and 
playing in dance bands around Manhattan and 

throughout the state.  He was an actor in MHS 
drama (with MHS Wall-of-Famers Del Close 
and Inger Stensland (Inger Stevens). Streeter 
took a national ‘draw me’ contest and did so 
well that a man showed up on his doorstep and 
told him he had lots of talent and wanted to 
enroll him in art school in Connecticut. Streeter 
declined and graduated from MHS with a 
scholarship to KU to study art.  
 He worked hard at KU to make up for 
so little art at MHS, and included three summers 
at Colorado College, one studying with the 
noted abstract expressionist painter Robert 
Motherwell. He won the Design Department’s 
highest honor, the Ada Bechtel Heizer Award 
and he received his BA as the  ‘top graduate in 
his class’.  Upon graduation, Streeter was invited 
to head up a new department of graphics at KU 
where he would oversee all the design work 
for the University, but he’d already decided to 
pursue a sculpture career in the ‘Big Apple’. 
 First he had to fulfill his military 
obligation, which brought with it a temptation 
to follow a career other than sculpture.  After 
Officer Training School, he was assigned to the 
movie section of the Army Signal Corps—with 
no less than Frank Capra, Jr., the son of the 
great film director.  Upon Streeter’s discharge 
at the rank of Captain, came an offer to work 
in the movies.  But he decided, again, he would 
“stick with his commitment to sculpture”.
 And so he did. He got married and he 
and his wife, Dorothy Ann Romig (a Kansas 
girl from Topeka, daughter of a cattleman) 
moved to New York City at a time—the late 
1950s—when NYC was the most imaginative 
and exciting place in the world for an artist to 
work. And Streeter was living and working 
around the most famous, or soon-to-be famous, 
New York artists: Rauchenberg, Johns, Warhol, 
Lichtenstein. Working as first assistant to 
Seymour Lipton, whom he had learned about 
at KU, Streeter extols, “Elden Tefft’s sculpture 
classes got me off to a fine start”.
 After three years in New York, he and 
his wife (whom he calls ‘Romig’, then teaching 
middle school in Scarsdale, NY) came back 
to Kansas for the birth of their daughter.  He 
finished his MFA thesis in design and sculpture 
at KU, then they went back to NY and he set 
to making his “prairie sculptures.”  These 
pieces—black iron, linear and minimalist “lines 
traveling through space” reaching toward the 

sky—also evoked for Streeter the story of the 
blowing grass of the Kansas prairie.
 Streeter’s career broadened and 
deepened and the honors came.  He had his 
first one-man-exhibition in New York in 1965. 
His famous Endless Column, a seven-story tall 
sculpture, was first installed on NYC’s Fifth 
Avenue next to the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art.  Then in 1969, Streeter turned toward 
a different tack: the rich and as yet untapped 
subject of kites.  He, with his wife and daughter, 
left for Japan to study the art of kite making. His 
journey and subsequent books of Japanese kite-
making traditions have become the definitive 
resource and inspiration for a generation of 
North American artists: The Art of the Japanese 
Kite; Sky, Moon, Dragons, Kites and Smiles; A 
Kite Journey Through India; The Philosopher’s 
Kite;  Art That Flies.  
 Streeter’s career certainly includes 
teaching. He founded the Sculpture/Media 
Department, Division of Visual Arts/Art and 
Design, of the New York State University at 
Purchase, NY, in 1971.  He has been artist-
in-residence at a number of universities, such 
as (but not limited to) Dartmouth, MIT, the 
University of North Carolina and the Penland 
School of Crafts, as well as in Seoul, Korea 
where he continues to have one man shows. A 
large-scale sculpture A Thousand Smiles was 
named the official symbol of Seoul’s Hongik 
University where Streeter was a visiting 
Fulbright Professor. His work—sculpture, art, 
kites—is represented in numerous collections 
worldwide, both public and private.   
 Tal Streeter was simply named ‘Tal 
Streeter’, no middle name.  His parents 
reasoned that if he didn’t like the name “Tal,” 
he could give himself a middle name and use 
this as his first one.  His father, who worked 
at The Manhattan Mercury, told his son when 
he was in high school that he would support 
him in any college major “except journalism”.  
Though not a journalist, Streeter looks forward 
to writing as much as he does art.  “Doing one 
thing is prone to burnout,” he says. “Sculpture 
and writing for me are still absolutely fresh.” 
 Manhattan is still very much in his 
heart, thought and actions. “I loved growing 
up there and I’ve never gotten that out of my 
system,”  he says.    “I have enjoyed an  interest 
and enthusiasm for Manhattan all my life.” He 
was one of the driving forces in preserving the 
Damon Runyon home in Manhattan and was 
named by the Riley County Historical Museum 
as one of Riley County’s most prominent 
citizens. With a chuckle Streeter agreed with 
David Dary’s assessment of why the class of 
1952 was so stellar: “it was in the water”.
             Tal Streeter’s wife is also an artist, a 
potter; their daughter is a food writer living in 
Paris. He and his wife will “eventually” move 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico permanently, and 
says “he will continue to enjoy and appreciate 
Manhattan in my thoughts and actions”.

From April 
through 

mid-
October 

2011 a 
show of 

Streeter’s  
work will 
be at the 

Beach 
Museum at 

K-State.
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promotion” was introduced which allowed 
for “individual promotions and reductions 
without a loss of time.”  (How long this idea 
lasted, however, has left no easy traces.)  Two 
“courses of study” were adopted in the high 
school:  a two-year English “course” which 
admitted the graduate to the second year of the 
Agricultural College, and a three year Classics 
“course,” where half of it was taught in Latin.  
Mental arithmetic and drawing were added at 
all levels. 
  Manhattan grew rapidly during the 
next 25 years: the population more than tripled 
between 1885 (1,750) and 1910 (5,722.)  A new 
wing for the high school was added to Central 
School in 1906, with a spiffy new library which 
made the whole town proud.
 Manhattan was a city of around 7,000 
people for the 1913–14 school year when MHS 
got its first dedicated home, which is the present 
building at 10th and Poyntz.  Three hundred 
forty students came to this new Manhattan 
Senior High School for grades 9-12.  The 
requirement for graduation changed from two 
to four years. Each school day had five periods 
of 40 minutes.  For the first time the high school 
basketball team played home games on their 
own court and not at K-State (although outdoor 
sports of football and baseball were still played 
at the College or in the City Park.)
 In 1920, Manhattan had a population 
of nearly 8,000 and now all high school 
students had to chose to enroll in one of five 
“courses”: College Prep, General, Normal 
(teacher) Training, Commercial, or Special.  
More records of classes and activities in MHS 
were collected for popular reading with the 
start of the student newspaper, The Mentor, and 
the yearbook, the Blue M.  In 1918, Manhattan 

The   History of
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There are scant records of the early instruction 
and classwork for Manhattan High School, 

but that the level of education for Manhattan 
schools was always advancing is assured.  Even 
in the difficult days of the late 1880s when the 
city considered closing the high school, it chose 
reorganization instead.  Through the years this 
focus has continued, as Manhattan’s pioneers 
of education would have expected.
 There isn’t much detail available on 
the earliest advanced school subjects, although 
the Independent suggested in 1863 that as 
“phonology” (a shorthand said to enable users 
to write up to 200 words per minute) was being 
taught at Blue Mont College. it should be 
introduced into the city schools.  The College, 
with their own prep school division, probably 
influenced other subjects taught in the city 
schools—and the College offered geometry, 
anatomy, philosophy, chemistry, bookkeeping, 
gymnastics and calisthenics, and drilling with 
“language and music” at an additional cost.
 By 1873, according to the Nov. issue 
of the city high school’s newspaper, The 
Monitor,   Manhattan’s high school offered 
classes in “Spelling, Reading. Penmanship, 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Book-keeping, Laws of Business, Grammar, 
Composition, Rhetoric, English Literature, 
Botany, Natural Philosophy, Physiology, 
Drawing, and Music” for its two-year 
curriculum.  Classes were held in the second 
story room of the 1856 Avenue School at 9th and 
Poyntz, which was, according to the students, 
“a poor apology for (an) upcoming city like 
Manhattan (for) the city High School.”
 The city built a new school for all 
students and the high school moved twice in the 
next few years: first to the new Central School 

in 1878 (at the site of the current Woodrow 
Wilson) and then to a new Avenue School on 
Poyntz between 9th & 10th, built in 1882.
 For the fall term of 1883 there were 
an estimated 40–45 students in their high 
school years, not counting non-residents. 
(Manhattan’s population in 1885 was 1,750.)  
But a poor economy, local problems, the prep 
division at the College and the fact that the 
College itself accepted students from age 14 
directly into KSAC if they passed the entrance 
examination, all contributed to the low high 
high school enrollment—which fell to 30 
students in 1888.  The District school board 
nearly closed the high school, but realizing that 
a “frequent change of teachers” was “seen as 
an evil and detrimental thing,”  they decided 
instead this was an opportunity to reorganize. 
(By “teachers” they meant one teacher for the 
high school, over several years.)
 The climate was right. The standards at 
the College were raised.  Teachers were lobbying 
for standards in classwork and in behavior for 
teachers—standards they already expected 
from students.  And they wanted the latest in 
supplies and equipment for their classrooms.  
Formal  oral exams were discontinued and 
written examinations were introduced which 
were given during class time. (In earlier times 
the whole community had been invited to hear 
pupils recite at the end of term!)
 For 1892, for the first time the school 
year was lengthened to nine months and the 
Board of Education proposed keeping records.  
This idea was more revolutionary than it sounds 
for no MHS graduates’ names were found from 
earlier years.  The first class, therefore, said to 
be officially graduated from Manhattan High 
School was in 1892.  A system of “semi-yearly 

Manhattan Senior High School in 1961, before  the commons area was enclosed, before there were any additions.  Imagine the current 
Commons in the center with the two-story C Hall and entrance  to the school in front of it.  The east wall of the boys gym is  the tall wall 
behind.  The auditorium is just visible on the far right.

Looking inside the buildings:  curriculum changes, 1856–1964 
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Senior High (simply known as MHS) was a 
four-year high school but became a three year 
building with grades 10-12 when Manhattan 
Junior High School was added next door with 
grades 7-9. 
 Manhattan Senior High School in 1913 
had three administrators (a principal, a general 
assistant and a librarian) and 25 teachers who 
taught 18 subject areas and physical education 
(PE): mathematics, algebra, English, printing/
journalism, history, Latin, French, Spanish, 
physics/chemistry, commercial, music, drawing, 
normal training (for teaching), domestic science 
(cooking), domestic art (sewing), physical 
education (girls & boys), manual training, and 
ag/botany (this was the beginning of vocational 
agriculture in high school).
 In the 1920s English would have 
included a course each year in grammar and 
literature; history would have covered American 
history and the U.S. Constitution; and more 
than one year was probably available in the 
languages.  Music in 1920 was choir and an 
orchestra led by a K-State professor employed 
part-time until the District hired the first high 
school band teacher in 1925. 
 By 1927 MHS had grown to 499 
students in grades 10-12. The  faculty stayed 
relatively the same.  It included the the 
principal and his secretary, a librarian, a school 
nurse now and at least 25 teachers (30 were not 
listed until 1940).  World History was shown 
now as a separate class, as were economics 
and sociology.  A  National Honor Society 
was established at MHS and a new library was 
provided and stocked.  A new name, “Lincoln 
High School,” was chiseled in stone on MHS’s 
new 1,070 seat auditorium addition with a new 
gymnasium behind it and a new 
shop wing.  The space was very 
welcomed but the new name 
never seemed to stick.  
 By 1930, Manhattan’s 
population had passed 10,000.  
K-State’s Memorial Stadium 
and the Wareham Hotel had been 
built. The city had three bus lines 
as well as the train.  High school 
enrollments continued to increase 
through the 1930s because of the 
Depression: teenagers went back 
to school when they couldn’t find 
a job.  “Evening School” started 
at MHS in 1934 with 12 courses 
and 350–500 people enrolled.
 By 1936, MHS had 
575 students in grades 10-12. 
The school day, divided into six 
periods, ran from 9:15 a.m. to 

Photo  attests to the size of the main new West Campus addition for grades 10-12. The main entrance, is 
under the high window at the head of the drive, between the old and new areas.  The central area of the 
current school building is seen at the left of the picture.  The old classroom wings are beyond to the left; 
the auditorium is behind the three-story new construction.

3:18 p.m., with three minutes between classes 
and one hour for lunch.  In April of 1936, MHS 
held the first school-approved dance: the first 
Jr.-Sr. Prom.  
 MHS enrollment peaked for this growth 
period in 1939-40 at a whopping 652, which 
would be as much as the MHS of 20 years later. 
But the administration, faculty and the classes 
offered didn’t seem to change drastically. The 
1940-41 Blue M listed 30 teachers, which 
probably wasn’t much different from that of 
the year before.  The students took required 
courses in mathematics, English and science   
(a course for each year); social science (history 
courses for each year;) and elective courses 
such as commercial (typing and business 
classes,) art, vocational agriculture, music, 
physical education, public speaking, manual 
arts (including a new metal shop course) and 
printing.  It should be noted that in those days 
some teachers of electives also taught in the 
elementary schools.
 Then WWII began to take the boys away 
from the high school—and some teachers, too.  
Although the birthrate in Manhattan between 
1941 and 1949 doubled, MHS Principal H.H. 
Bishop reported that there had been 141 seniors 
in 1940, but there were only 123 in 1949. The 
student total for MHS for grades 10-12 at the 
beginning of the 1950s was down to around 
400.   
 But the bulge was coming.  Ft. Riley 
was regrouping.  Houses were built. The hot 
game of the times was Canasta; the fads at 
MHS were peroxide-streaked hair and yo-
yos.  As the babyboom grew, the district tried 
unsuccessfully to pass a bond issue to build a 
new high school at Poyntz and Sunset.

 The Class of 1952 entered their senior 
year with three administrators, 30 teachers 
(one also a half-time guidance counselor) and a 
flood-damaged school.  The 1952 Blue M listed 
speech as a separate class in the Language 
Department plus study hall as a class option. 
The MHS dance band separated from the pep 
band (but both were student-led groups rather 
than classes for grades.) Voters passed a second 
bond issue and for 1956–57, the last year for 
MHS at 10th and Poyntz, there were 31 teachers 
and the sport of cross country was added.
 A new MHS building opened at Poyntz 
and Sunset in September of 1957 with a faculty 
of 33 teachers and a student body of around 
450.  The administration was slightly enlarged 
as a second counselor was added (a woman) as 
well as an assistant principal (both of whom 
also taught classes).  The cafeteria crew (who 
prepared all the lunch food themselves) plus 
the maintenance crew numbered seven.
 The crunch came quickly, though, and 
in seven short years this “new” MHS had more 
students than ever. The baby boom brought 
1964’s enrollment to 941 students in grades 
10-12.  Fifty  teachers filled the classrooms to 
teach a slightly expanded variety of classes—
giving a student-to-teacher ratio not remarkably 
different from that of 1913 (15 students to 1 
teacher compared to 1913’s ratio of 12 to 1).  
The highest ratio stident/teacher ratio of the 
years surveyed here was for 1940 with 652 
students/30 teachers or about 20 to 1.   
 The next Alumni Mentor “History” will 
bring MHS to 2010 and the amazing spectrum 
of information and programs our school now 
offers—housed as it will be in its newly 
enlarged building - see the photo below.
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Museum & Archives 
Museum and Archives Committee chairman Don Slater, ’57, has been busy this year in our 

MHSAA Alumni Center, Room 110 at the MHS East Campus.  We have had a number of 
memento gifts from members and MHS alums, ranging from early Blue Ms to reunion photos and 
MJHS pennants and programs and a few more books for our growing library.  We thank very much 
all who donated.  
 Due to the remodeling of MHS West, which is concurrent with their new construction, 
all the rooms at that campus had to be emptied for the summer.   In their clean-out, we received 
several wonderful donations:

•  Trophies from atheletics, band, forensics 
and other events over the years.
•   A full set of Blue Ms and bound set of 
Mentors from the journalism room dating 
back to 1920, when the newspaper and 
yearbook were started.  
.•   Various individual items from storage 
closets and personnel at MHS. 

 At press time, the Blue Ms were still in 
boxes (see photo below).  Don hopes to secure 
help to unpack and then rearrange to find shelf-
room to display them all so they can be easily 
used—for pleasure reading during reunions 
or other individual visits and for research into 
MHS history. 

 MHSAA Honorary Member Carlos 
Gonzales and future MHS alum James Hoke 
volunteered to help bring some of this material 
from MHS West to MHS East and to unload the 
boxes (see photo, center left).  MHSAA very 
much appreciated the heavy lifting!
 In order to  better accommodate the 
reunion attendees who enjoy browsing among 
the memories stored in the Alumni Center, Don 
had the help of Carlos  again in rearranging the 
Center to make room for the new acquisitions.  
With the eye of an interior decorator, Carlos 
moved furniture, cleared space, and hung 
old-time posters on the walls.  The results are 
terrific!  Please come see for yourself when you 
can.   Call Don Slater in Manhattan, 785-776-
4222 or email him at SlaterDon@hotmail.com 
so he can make sure the building and the room 
are open.  And THANK YOU for everything 
that has been donated!

Above: Don Slater, ’57 , Museum and Archives 
Committee chairman collects Blue Ms from a 
storage closet at MHS West Campus.
Below : Carlos Gonzales, right, MHSAA 
Honorary Member and James Hope, MHS 
student, unload bound Mentors from MHS.

Below: nearly ninety years of MHS weekly 
newspapers are now at our pleasure!

Above:  MHSAA Director Mike 
Buchanan holds new photo 
collection from MHS  showing the 
results of a 2002 photo shoot at 
MHS by Teen People magazine.  
The caption accompanying the 
photos—all of MHS students—
reads,  “In its quest for fall’s best 
fashions, our style van headed to 
the heartland.  Hitting two big 
cities with big-time names, we 
scored—finding the hottest looks 
of the season!”  (The individuals 
are identified in the photos.)
Below:  Jan Freeby,  ’46 , during 
a recent reunion tour , reads an 
Alumni Mentor on top of some of 

the packing boxes full of Blue Ms.  The photo 
shows only one-half of the boxes sent from 
MHS West.
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 USD 383 Foundation

Art Fair 2010
Early Expressions for 2011, the art fair 

sponsored by the USD 383 Foundation 
was held Valentine’s weekend. More than 1330 
pieces were submitted from across the District, 
the for the 100 pieces which were selected 
through a juried process for display at KSU’s 
Beach Museum.  The following winners were 
auctioned at the Gala, and the money raised, 
along with the ticket sales, :will be used in the 
Districts arts programs.

Best of Show:   Arianna Levin grade 12 MHS
K-3:   Quinn Ocheltree, grade 2 Bluemont
4-6:   Sarah Donovan, grade 5 Bergman
Secondary: McKayla Gonzalez, gr. 12 MHS
3-Dimensional:  Sarah Cossey, MHS grade 12.

In the fall of 2009 the Manhattan/Ogden 
USD 383 Foundation took a leap of faith 

and decided to fund a new, unique project that 
challenged the status quo called the Family 
Literacy Connection. Until a year and a half 
ago Manhattan/Ogden schools did not offer 
bilingual family literacy programs.   In fact, 
consistent monthly family literacy nights in 
any language are nearly unheard of within the 
district. 
 Today’s families face many challenges:  
parenting, household, health care, educational 
opportunities, communication, and economic 
hardship.  When a language difference is 
included,there is additional stress that The 
Family Literacy Connection program strives 
to relieve.  Emily Dossett, ESL teacher at 
Frank V. Bergman Elementary School, had a 
vision.  She wanted to see an increase in family 
involvement and communication for Spanish-
speaking families at Bergman Elementary.  
More specifically, her mission was to provide a 
family outreach program to empower Spanish-
speaking families with educational activities and 
resources in order to promote the importance 
of school-to-home communication as well as to 
increase their native language proficiency.  
 Because of the Manhattan/Ogden 
Public School Foundation’s funding, the 
program employed two bilingual educators 
to execute the educational activities, as well 
as  coordinator Emily Dossett to oversee all 
aspects of the program.  Bilingual resources 
such as books, CDs, games, and handouts 
have been purchased and are given to families 
in attendance.  To help ensure participation, a 
meal is provided for all present.  Childcare is 
available so that parents and family members 
may be fully engaged without worrying about 
or being interrupted by younger children.  
 Each monthly meeting is held at 
Bergman Elementary School, a place for families 
to socialize and feel part of the warm, inviting 
school culture. Along with the aforementioned 
fundamentals of the program, they have 
also been able to provide transportation for 
community outreach efforts, such as taking the 
families to the Manhattan Public Library, Boys 
and Girls Club of Manhattan, the Adult Learning 
Center, and the Douglass Center.  Liaisons are 
also brought in from Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters, Bergman Elementary Technology Rich 
Classrooms’ Grant Coordinator, and Bergman 
Elementary teachers and staff.   
 Documented and presented to the 
USD 383 Public Schools Foundation Board,  
the program was recognized as so beneficial 
that they agreed to fund additional monies to 
implement a summer program in 2010:  the 
Lifelong Learners Summer Program.  It was a 

six week educational and experiential program 
targeting the children of families involved in 
the Family Literacy Connection.   The academic 
focus was on core content areas such as 
language arts, reading and math.  Experiential 
activities included a trip to the Junction City 
Little Theater, Manhattan Public Library and 
Kansas State University.    Children were not 
only given the opportunity to maintain their 
academic standing but also benefited from  
the community lunch site at City Park and 
grandparent volunteers from the Area Agency 
on Aging as well as ongoing family involvement 
meetings.  
 Since the inception of The Family 
Literacy Connection program, communication 
with Spanish-speaking families at Bergman 
Elementary School has increased.  Unexcused 
absences have declined and at-home reading 
time has increased.  Parents have become 
more aware of the expectations of the school 
system, families have learned about community 
resources and homes are being filled with 
educational materials.  Families are being 
empowered to take control of their educational 
experiences.  The mission of the Manhattan/
Ogden USD 383 Public Schools Foundation 
is to support and promote opportunities to 
enhance and enrich educational experiences.  
By taking that leap of faith and embracing a 
unique vision, they have once again fulfilled 
their goals. 

Let us think of education as the 
means of developing our greatest 
abilities, because in each of us 
there is a private hope and dream 
which, fulfilled, can be translated 
into benefit for everyone and 
greater strength for our nation.        

  
  John F. Kennedy 

By guest columnist Emily Dosett,, Bergman Elementary Class of 1940 
makes donation
Three Manhattan area members of the class 

of 1940—Jim Johns, Burke Bayer and 
Doris Phillips—met with Foundation President 
Jim Morrison in February.  The class has 
determined that their 2010 reunion was their 
last and they donated their remaining class 
funds to the USD 383 Foundation for use in 
recognition of teacher excellence.   

For gifts to USD 383 contact  the 
Foundation:
PO Box 191
Manhattan, Kansas  66505-0191
Telephone 785-587-2000 

or Jim Morrison ’64, 
telephone  785-537-1872

by Janet Duncan ‘58, MHSAA Liaison

Superintendent’s 
Advisory 
Council

Sept.: Dr. Robert Shannon, USD 383 
Superintendent, shared the results of 

the 2010 Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll of the 
Public’s Attitudes Toward the Public Schools 
which recognized these trends/desires: change, 
local control and rewarding good teaching.

Nov.:   Loss of federal stimulus dollars as 
well as probable decreased state aid make 

local budgeting difficult.  The MHS policy of 
Early Release for second semester seniors was 
also discussed.  Seniors who have the credits to 
graduate can apply for authorization to leave 
school for two contiguous hours during the 
regular school day for activities such as work 
or enrollment in K-State classes.  About one-
fourth of those eligible take advantage of the 
program, but some on the committee felt not all 
the reasons for the release were legitimate.

Dec.:  The quality of school meals was 
presented by Director of Food Services 

Elizabeth Matthews.  She described the care 
that is given  to ensure breakfasts and lunches 
are nutritious and are foods that children like. 
A few observations included that all breads are 
made with white whole wheat; the chocolate 
cake, a favorite, is made with beets; and eating 
lunch before recess, for elementary age, is not 
as good as eating lunch after recess. Complete 
nutritional information is available for all 
meals.  Most food comes to the District kitchen 

Cont. on page 15
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Contributor’s Corner
My great grandparents arrived in the 

Manhattan area in the development 
period of the city’s history to acquire property 
in the Blue River valley very near the eastern 
end of the present Tuttle Creek Dam. Prior 
to the building of the Dam, the banks of the 
Blue River were a massive source of adventure 
for a large number of the youth in Manhattan. 
We could roam freely over an amazing 
amount of territory, gaining an appreciation 
of our countryside and honing our skills as 
adventurers and explorers. There were ample 
times and areas for a youngster to experience 
adventures. The north-south railway line was 
another free passage to an immense realm of 
wonder.  Walking the railroad trestle, I looked 
for treasures and mapped every game trail, 
badger den, rabbit warren and quail nesting 
area along a ten mile stretch of the railroad.  
Sadly that rail system no longer exists. 
 Another earthly wonder that I became 
aware of at an early age was Bluemont Hill. 
My grandparents’ home was in the 400 block 
of Kearney Street and my backyard consisted 
of Goodnow Park and its swinging bridge to 
Bluemont Hill’s towering landscape. This 
imposing landmark was a playground, wildlife 
park, nature trail, place of solace and escape from 
the drudgery of household chores and everyday 
doldrums. There were other youngsters that had 
the same access to the hill and we all learned to 
share this treasure to the greatest satisfaction of 
most of us. We were the Bluemont Hill Cavalry 
protecting house and home from imaginary 
invaders of our terrain. Various scenarios were 
played out in defense of our turf and all kinds 
of Villainous Personages “bit the dust” in our 
heroic efforts. Daredevil escapes on the shale 
slide and various trails worn into the hillside 
by earlier adventurers were used to elude the 
offending pursuers (just in case our valorous 
efforts went lacking).
  One of the prominent features of 
Bluemont Hill is a place I called “Lookout 
Rock,” a large outcrop of limestone on the 
eastern end of the crest of the hill. It was, and 
still is, a marvelous place to view the area of the 
original Manhattan settlement, looking across 
the city to see the eastern hills bordering the 
opposite side of our valley.  Displayed on the 
far hillside were the large white “KS,” letters 
proclaiming the presence of our college, now 
our University.
 Below the KS hillside were the 
highway bridge with the railroad bridge beside 
it. Beneath those structures flowed the mighty 
Blue River.  In the summer of 1951 I watched 
that river, along with its fellow, the Kansas River, 
swell and rise to engulf my end of town and 

drive us—and most of my friends and 
companions and their families— from 
our homes.  Our whole east end of town 
and other low-lying portions of our city 
were engulfed in muddy brown water 
for several days which created a huge 
loss of property and family treasures. A 
great number of us in the flooded area 
of Manhattan do not have many family 
photographs and generational hand-me-
downs because of that disaster. 
 Many of the flood victims were 
housed in various churches, schools 
and city buildings until we could return 
to our homes and begin the cleanup 
from the floodwaters and very smelly 
mud. Food and water and sanitary 
facilities were made available through 
various emergency services. The outpouring 
of help and generosity from friends and fellow 
townspeople greatly aided the flood victims.  
Our city, reflecting the strength of character 
of its inhabitants, recovered from this disaster. 
Then Manhattan and its citizens forged ahead 
to continue their march into the future.
 Another feature of Bluemont hill was 
the large parking area on the top of the hill 
and the old water reservoir embedded into 
the hilltop and capped off by a large concrete 
slab. The city did not use that reservoir any 
longer but it still furnished a freshwater spring 
lower down the hillside for refreshment in our 
activities and adventures.

By Lloyd Helms ‘56

 The parking area was wonderful for 
overlooking the city—and it still is.   You could 
see all the way to the college toward the west. 
To the south the bridge crossing Wildcat Creek 
onto Hunter’s Island could be seen. On the 
Fourth of July, the evening fireworks displays 
around town would bring oohs and aahs from 
gathered friends and families sitting on the 
border stones or cars.  We watched with joy 
and amazement the fireworks displays of other 
friends and neighbors as they celebrated in their 
backyards and streets down below us. 
 Winter was also celebrated in a major 
way on Bluemont Hill. When the first snows 

fell, usually in November, the excitement grew 
day by day. Going home from school took a 
little longer to allow us to go to Juliette Avenue 
where it climbed up the slope to the top of the 
hill. As the snow piled up and temperatures 
dropped, that street was our own Olympic sled 
run. When the street became impassable to 
traffic the city would block it off for sledding 
for the city children. I can only remember one 
year when the snow came late and sadly, we 
had no sledding that year for Christmas holiday 
excitement.
 Sledding Bluemont Hill was wonderful 
but serious business. As soon as the cold weather 
came to us, I would take the sled down from 
its storage pegs and polish those steel runners 
until they were as smooth as glass, then give 
them a coat of beeswax so they wouldn’t rust.  
The frame was wood with a varnish finish that 
was redone twice in the years I used that sled.  
 The street was a snow- and ice-packed 
downhill racetrack and at well over a city 
block long, was exhilarating.  We had many, 
many races to find out whose sled was the 
fastest or whose sledding skills were superior.  
To enhance those thrilling runs there were 
the obstacles of dry spots or the dreaded ice 
patches to negotiate around. Then the long 
walks back up the slippery street to the top for 
another mad run to the bottom on our Arctic 
Fliers or whatever brand of sled our parents had 
furnished us.  We would do this all day: climb 
up, sled down, then do it again and again  until 
fatigue, or hunger, or darkness drove us off the 
hill. 
 It was a magnificent time. 

Lloyd Helms at the back of his sled, on 
Kearney Street in 1945 . 

Poyntz Ave. 1951 flood, Kansas St. Hist. Soc.

A Magnificent Time

Send us YOUR memories!  
PO Box or email, we’d  
love  to hear from you.
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Ann Thackrey Berry, ’47::
 wrote to fill classmates and friends in 

on her life.  She has lived in Raleigh, NC for 
nearly 50 years; her spouse Hardy D. Berry 
died in 2005. Before retiring in the 1990s, 
Ann, a one-time Mentor editor, had a satisfying 
career writing editorials for the Raleigh News 
& Observer and, earlier, the late lamented local 
p.m. newspaper. She won several top awards 
in statewide press contests, and remains active 
in civic and political affairs. Her elder son 
lives in Raleigh, a daughter in St. Louis and a 
second son near Ft. Worth, and she has eight 
grandchildren to keep track of, so she’s trying 
to become friends with Facebook.
 Ann was happy to discover the Alumni 
Mentor, thanks to Tom Faulkner ’45, whom she 
ran into at the K-State Journalism Centennial 
in early September. She doesn’t know how 
she missed being aware of all the good things 
the MHSAA does, but she’s glad to be signed 
up now as part of the network.  And she’d be 
especially glad to hear of any reunion plans that 
include the Class of ’47.

Your  Letters 
Contributor’s 
Corner

Converted Smoker
  By Doris Brubaker Walter, ’38

She was about six years old, the pretty little blond girl 
who looked sadly at the ice cream display in the grocery 
store window.
The tall lean college student took a long, long look at the
youngster before heading in for a 
pack of his favorite cigarettes.
Stepping out of the store he hesitated 
beside the shop, offered
her a pretty hankie with bright 
flowers in the corner, a huge
chocolate ice cream cone then bent 
his long frame to give her a 
kiss on the forehead.
On joining his friends he said, “I just 
quit smoking. I’ve added
that angel to my prayer list.”

Nell (Payne) Nutter, ’46, writes:  
“What a joy to find your basement Center!  

How impressive.  The volume 4, number 1 
issue [of The Alumni Mentor] is a treasure.  I 
left some collections of mine for you to cull 
over...things you don’t want, see if Ray Navarro 
wants any.
 “The four sisters and three brothers of 
the Loyal F. and Mary Payne family grew up at 
1825 College Heights Rd.  All went to Eugene 
Field and MHS.  Six graduated from K-State.  
Mother devoted her energy to leaving the 
Goodnow Museum for Manhattan.  I go home 
for class reunions.  After the 65th, there may 
not be more.  With seven sons, one girl living in 
Ohio, I make sure they know what Manhattan 
and Kansas mean to me...Purple Pride t-shirts 
always come back with me.
 “Thank you so very much [to].Don 
Slater.”

DesDamonna Richter writes:
 “It was with great interest I read the 

article on Bob Srack and how wonderful to 
mention his sister, Bettie, my mother-in-law. 
I’m sad to report she passed away January 
7, 2011, in Denton, TX.  We had a beautiful 
sunset that evening. Your article was correct 
in saying their parents died of tuberculosis. 
My son, Robert Srack Richter is named after 
his great uncle. I learned of the scholarship in 
Bob’s name a couple of years ago and Bettie 
was thrilled to learn of it as well.  Thanks for 
all the work you do.”

Doris Brubaker Walter, ’38, writes:
 “The Alumni Mentor arrived yesterday and set me on a 

reminescent journey.  The class of ’38 was the last to wear the 
Blue Dragon sweaters, so I was sure there would be someone 
in the ‘33-‘34 pictures I would recognize.  It took a great 
deal of searching but there was Jeanne Armstrong who later 
became my sister-in-law.  I also thought I spied my brother 
Wendell and “Cookie” Ray Koch who played with him in 
the Skippy Vincent dance band.   My treasured notebook (of 
yearbooks, letters, news clippings) has taken over most of the 

Don Pady, ‘55 wrote to advise us that Wall 
of Fame recipient David A. Dary, MHS 

Class of 1952, received an honor this year 
from the Kansas State Library.  Dary’s book, 
True Tales of Old-Time Kansas, won a place in 
the State Library’s “150 ‘Best’ Kansas Books.”  
This list considered all books published about 
Kansas from 1861 to 2011.

Ed Jones, ’34, writes to recall some memories of the MHS Oriental Band:
 “The uniforms were spectacular with all their gaudy colors.  We had a 

drum major who was very spectacular also, as he pranced along waving a huge 
scimitar.  I can’t recall his name but he was older, not in MHS.  I remember Bill 
Fitch playing oboe, Max McCord on clarinet, Horton Laude on oboe, Kenneth 
Davis on trumpet. The pants were baggy green satin and were easy targets for 
snagging. We went by train one year to the American Royal Livestock Show in 
Kansas City and played—of course, to a huge crowd, a big deal for us kids!
 “I well remember Margaret Spenser, the most musically talented student 
in school—voice, keyboard, harp, and I think xylophone.  She married Max 
Besler who was a school chum from days at Bluemont School to college where 
we  were on the staff of the Royal Purple.
  My musical activities also included the organization, along with Bob 
Cress, of a jazz band during our senior year,  It was a nine-piece group, including 
Martin Davis; several other 
MHS students and some 
college students.  It came to 
be called the ‘Varsity Nine.’.  
We played for dances in the 
area, making $1.50 to $2.50 
for three hours’ work!!  We 
also played for assembly 
one day to an enthusiastic 
crowd.
 “You might be 
amused by an incident the 
happened one day in Mr. 
Elliot’s classroom.  Before 
class assembled there were 
several boys ‘cutting up,’ i.e. ‘yelling and laughing’.  The teacher walked in at 
the height of the rumpus, was outraged at what he saw, picked up a blackboard 
eraser and threw it at Max McCord, missing his head by inches!!  
 I always wondered if Max’s dad ever learned of the incident.  He was a 
school board member!” 

Photo sent by Ed Jones, ’34 of the 1930s 
dance band  he describes in his letter.

last two days—along with Jr. Reviews from the 
years  ’32, ’33,  and ’34.  
 “I hope you’ll enjoy my poem.”



page 1�  The Alumni Mentor  Vol. 6 No. 1                   

Class of 1950

Class of 1955

Class of 1970

Class of 1965

Class of 1969

From information received by 
MHSAA at presstime, these are the 
MHS reunions that have been or 
will be held in Manhattan this year
 Summer 2011

The Classes of ’43 and ’44 held a 
joint reunion June 17–19.

The Classes of ’46 and ’47 also held 
a joint reunion in June.

The Class of ’51 held their 60th 
Reunion June 10-12, 2011.

The Class of ’61 had their 50th 
reunion May 27-29, 2011.

The Class of ’66 hosted its 45-year 
class reunion July 22–23. 

The Class of ’81 reunion was held 
this summer on June 17-19.
 

The Class of ’91 held their 20th 
reunion for July 15-16,.

The Class of 1976 announced their 
35th reunion will be held Aug 5th 
and 6th, 2011.  Check ………. For 
the complete schedule and itinerary 
for the weekend as well as a list of 
classmates needing email contact

The Class of 2001 is planning their 
10 year reunion for September 9-10, 
2011. More details may  be found at 
the class Facebook group Manhattan, 
KS High School Class of 2001 
Reunion.

Reunions planned for 2012

The Class of 1967 is planning their 
45th Class Reunion for May 25-27, 
2012.  Questions? Contact Linda 
Hadley Thomason at: ksu1971@
yahoo.com.

Reunions visit the  
MHSAA Museum 

Last reunions held 
The MHS classes of ’38 and 

’40 have held their last formal 
reunions in Manhattan.  Both classes 
enjoyed reunions through their 70th 
and both have left s legacies with the 
USD 383 Foundation. The Class of 

’38 long ago established scholarships 
for teacher excellence.  The Class of 
‘40 has now given its treasury to the 
Foundation and has donated historical 
material about Manhattan to the Riley 
County Historical Museum.

Class of 1961

Signing in, Aug. 9, 2010 

Class representatives and reunion 
planners can turn to the MHSAA 
Reunion Committee for help when 
planning their next reunion.  And don’t 
forget the Manhattan Convention and 
Visitors’ Bureau.  They offer many 
services free to reunion planners. 

Reunion Help Available
Some photos taken 

during visits by 
class reunions 
to the MHSAA  

Alumni Center and 
Museum.   Not all 
reunion attendees 
take the  bus trips 
which include the 
museum visit, but 

those who do, enjoy 
their browse into 

their school’s past.
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The Manhattan High School Class of 1960 
celebrated their 50 year reunion with a 

“Golden Pow Wow” on September 24–25, 
2010.  
 The 1960 class was the first class to 
attend all three years at the new high school, 
now known as the MHS West Campus.  During 
those three years, the tiled Indian on the floor of 
the gym lobby was very important to everyone 
attending MHS.  It was protected against 
rivals at all of the high school events, and “No 
stepping on the Indian” became a respected 
MHS tradition.  

 The Class of 1960 had a banner made 
with a picture of the Indian to use for the 
weekend reunion events.  It was displayed 
throughout the weekend and then given as a 
class gift to the Manhattan High School Alumni 
Association.  Hopefully this beautiful banner 
will greatly benefit all reunions as they gather 
in Manhattan and will help make the reunion 
experience one of inclusion and remembrance.  
The banner was presented to the Alumni 
Association on Saturday morning, September 
25, 2010 by Beverly Spain Weisbender with 
many of the Class of 1960 in attendance.  

The Class of 1960’s gift for all reunions

Members of the Class of 1960  who visited the MHSAA Museum to deliver the banner.

Supt.’s Adv. Council cont. from page  11

in convenience form.  The food service is 
financially self-sufficient.

Jan.:  The budget reduction process was 
discussed once again.  A special committee 

was formed by Dr. Shannon and the School 
Board to recommend possible scenarios for 
cutting the budget by $1.5 million, $2.5 million, 
or $3.4 million, depending on the situation 
in July.  At this stage, Dr. Shannon felt the 
coming budget crunch could be the worst in his 
38 year career. It appears the USD 383 school 
population will increase slightly next year and 
then jump the year after.  Parents have been 
vocal in opposing any cuts to middle school 
language programs or elementary school band.  
The capital bond issue recently passed for the 
remodeling and new construction can not be 
used on budget issues.

Feb.:    The budget was again discussed as the 
cuts were looming.  The school calendar, 

vacation length, and school day length were 
mentioned.  The idea of a four-day week with 
longer school days also generated discussion.  
It was not obvious that the savings in utilities 
would be worth the other difficulties created.

Mar.: The budget process was explained 
and the situation updated.  Dr. Shannon 

suggested using some of the District’s reserve 
funds to cover part of the budget shortfall, a 
position which found favor with the group.  
The new Elementary mathematics curriculum, 
Singapore Math, was presented.  This system 
covers fewer topics but at greater depth, and 
although sequential, is not strictly grade by 
grade.  Teachers have transition guides from 
previous formats and students have workbooks 
and online guides as well as textbooks. USD 
383 has made a six-year commitment to the 
program. As elementary students reach middle 
and high school, the upper school courses will 
require thought.  

Apr.: The possible inclusion of a Junior 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 

(JROTC) Program at MHS was the main 
topic.  The school board approved making an 
application for this program.  The application 
simply reserves a place in line; the process can 
take one to three years.  Kansas is currently 
below the national rate for these programs, 
which meet the needs of some students who are 
currently disengaged from school and thrive in 
military discipline.  The cost for the program 
would be split, paid 30% by MHS and 70% by 
the Army.  The program is for both boys and 
girls, is not recruitment and incurs no military 
obligation. The JROTC courses would be 
offered as electives at MHS.  The council was 
receptive to the idea, with a drawback being the 
need for initial funding while other programs 
are being cut.  The rest of the meeting dealt with 
the ongoing budget cuts, which are beginning 
to wear faculty down.  

According to the MHSAA bylaws, 
election of officers and directors of the 

Association—which  collectively comprise the 
MHSAA Board of Directors—must be held 
every two years in the odd numbered years.  
To facilitate this election, which will be held  
at the annual meeting scheduled for Sunday, 
August 28, 2011, a slate of nominees will be 
presented to alumni members at the meeting.  
Nominations will also be opened from the floor 
for additional names to be submitted.  All alumni 

2011 Annual Meeting cont. from page  1

IT’S ELECTION TIME! members of MHSAA are eligible to serve as 
officers and directors of the Association.  The 
duties and responsibilities of board members 
are described in the bylaws of the Association, 
which are available on the MHSAA website. 
Those who are elected at the meeting will begin 
their two-year terms on January 1, 2012.  
 The positions are listed below with the 
offices, the members currently serving, and the 
Nominating Committee’s suggestions for the 
new terms. Please come to the picnic,  meet 
your friends, and vote for your new Board. 

OFFICERS     CURRENTLY SERVING    NOMINEES 2012–13 
President:  Dave Fiser  ’57        Marlene (Moyer) Glasscock ’65
Vice President:  Carita (Clark) Otts  ’55      Terry Arthur ’62
Secretary:  Sally (Baril) Lansdowne  ’65     Linda (Hadley) Thomason ’67 

Treasurer:    Brenda  (Gregory) Hoefler  ’77     Brenda (Gregory Hoefler ’77
Communications: Janet (Krider) Duncan  ’58     Janet (Krider) Duncan  ’58
Events:   Keith Eyestone  ’80      Vickie (Stamper) Riniker ’78

DIRECTORS    CURRENTLY SERVING    NOMINEES  2012–13
 #1:  Mike Buchanan ’78      Mike Buchanan ’78
 #2:  Don Slater ’57       Don Slater  ’57
 #3:  Pete Paukstelis  ’88      Pete Paukstelis ’88
 #4:  Marlene (Moyer) Glasscock,’65     Ethan Kloster ’96  
 #5:  Ned Seaton  ’86        Karl Kandt ’82
 #6:           Traci  Taylor ’ 78
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Construction has begun on the multi-
million dollar addition to MHS, which 

will be ready for opening next fall.  “I urge you 
to keep memories of the school before and after 
construction,” Supt. of Schools Robt. Shannon 
said to students attending the groundbreaking 
ceremony. “Those stories will be important 
when you are older.”  Student body president 
Eli Harmon put it in his perspective, “Today 
marks the beginning of the end of cramped 
classrooms, non-working air conditioning, and 
less than sub-par bathrooms.” 
MHS and Briggs Auto Group joined forces to 
reward students for perfect attendance.  Thirty 
students entered into the perfect attendance 
raffle, but only one student walked away with 
a brand new car:  Kevin Dunham.  Congrats 
Kevin.
This year’s musical for Manhattan High was 
the adapted-for-stage musical version of “Willie 
Wonka & The Chocolate Factory.”
Homecoming King and Queen were seniors 
Claire Tolentino and Paul Knackendoffel.
MHS’s ACT composite scores continue to be 
higher than the statewide average.  The state 
averaged a 21.9 average ACT score while 
MHS’s 2009 composite average was 23.7, up 
from 23.6 the year before.
MHS’s annual one act plays are held in the 
fall.  This year there were six one acts ranging 
from murder mysteries to comedies.   Each play 
lasted roughly ten minutes.
Actor Spencer Daniels took questions during a 
visit to Drama I and Advanced Drama classes.  
MHS fall blood Drive netted 76 pints of blood 
for the Red Cross, to save a potential 228 
lives. 
Student teachers from K-State numbered 11 
fall semester.  
There were eight foreign exchange students 
at MHS this year.
The orchestra concert went well in spite 
of rehearsals being held in the smaller little 
theatre instead of the choir room because of the 
construction
The girls golf team finished fifth  overall in the 
state tournament with senior Michelle Woods 
in second place individually.
Three snow days with missed school caused 
14 minutes to be added to the remaining school 
days of the year.
The business dept. announced new courses for 
next year as they prepare for their move to new 
rooms. The courses include Business Essentials, 
Applied Business Development, Marketing, 
Internet Marketing, Animation & Web Design, 
Game Design & Computer Programming, and 
Gaming and Web Page Design Workplace 
Experience. 

MHS Today 

 by Barbara (MacFarlane) Howe ’58
and Janet (Krider) Duncan ’58

Excerpts from MHS Principal Terry 
McCarty’s  letter to the Manhattan Mercury 

follow: 

“MHS students’ achievements reflect high 
community standards.”   

  “Manhattan High School is and always 
has been a very special place...that cares 
deeply about the individual student. It is our 
desire to provide curricular and extracurricular 
opportunities for each and every student who 
walks through the front doors of this terrific 
place. 
 “Academic course offerings, fine 
arts—including the performing arts and 
other organizations—offer  a comprehensive 
curriculum together with fine athletic teams.  
McCarty shared a few of the accomplishments 
and successes that MHS celebrated last year. 
•   The MHS volleyball team was crowned 6A 
state champions. 
• The MHS football team captured the 
Centennial League championship, district 
championship and the Silver Trophy with a 
thrilling win over Junction City. 
•   The MHS girls cross country finished fifth at 
the 6A state cross country meet against really 
tough competition. 
•  The MHS boys cross country also had two 
runners participate at state cross country meet. 
•   The MHS girls golf team finished fifth at the 
6A state golf tournament. 
• The MHS girls tennis team had three 
participants in the 6A state tennis tournament. 
• The MHS boys soccer team also had a 
successful season, earning a No. 2 seed in its 
region. 
•   The MHS Marching Band members received 
“1s” across the board from the High Plains 
Marching Band Festival, performing in their 
brand new uniforms. Those uniforms were 
purchased through the efforts of many people 
and the entire MHS community. 
• The MHS fall musical, “Willie Wonka,” 
involved approximately 200 students in  
brilliant performances. 
• MHS made “Adequate Yearly “Progress” 
(AYP) and earned a “Standard of Excellence” 
in reading. 
•  MHS was named one of America’s top high 
schools by Newsweek magazine for the second 
year in a row. 
•  $40 million worth of construction has begun 
to further enhance our facilities.
 “We are fortunate to have terrific 
teachers, coaches and mentors leading our 
various programs.  
 “We take a great deal of pride in the 
achievements and the performances of our 
students.  
 “Thank you for your support of 
Manhattan High School. “

MHS in the news
Compiled from The Mentor 
   fall 2010 & spring 2011 

 Honors Earned
• MHS has earned the All Centennial League 
trophy for the 2010-2011 school year. The 
MHS Varsity Teams earned more points 
than all other Centennial League schools.
• MHS volleyball coach Lisa Kinderkneck 
was recognized as the coach of the year 
for Class 6A and Mari Jo Massanet  
from MHS was player of the year.
• The MHS Speech and Debate program 
placed in the top one-half of one 
percent of National Forensic League 
chapters nationwide and qualified for 
the NFL’s Elite Societe de 400.
• The MHS ACT composite score continues 
to rise. The 2009 composite score for 
MHS was 23.7. The state average is 
21.9 and the national average is 21.1.

The MHS winter play  was “Almost Maine.”
National Merit Scholarships were  received 
by three MHS students.
The wrestling team placed second in league 
and Senior Dane Norris took first at State in the 
119 weight class.
Boys basketball  ended their season at substate 
(formerly “regionals”) this year.
Jr ROTC was discussed as a possible program 
at MHS by the Board of Education.
The Mr. MHS title for 2011 was won by Paul 
Knackendoffel.
Spring theater included the play, “The 
Boys Next Door,” and the show, “A Salute to 
Broadway.”
The spring MHS Science Olympiad team 
placed first at the Regional Competition and 
sixth overall at the state tournament out of 20 
participating teams.
Choirs have a new audition process for next 
year.

School color update

The official school colors for MHS have 
always been blue and white – and still are 

blue and white although the accents of red have 
seemed to come into and gone out of favor over 
the years.  Red is definitely in now and recently 
MHS Principal Terry McCarty and Athletics 
Director Mike Marsh have moved MHS into 
a more standardized blue (which the football 
team had been gravitating to for some years 
anyway.)  The school colors, sanctioned by 
the USD383 school board, are now officially 
dark navy blue and white, with red accents.   
As uniforms are replaced, everyone is moving 
toward the darker blue, although teams often 
have several color configurations, including 
some teams with red tops (which enables 
them to avoid confusion with other blue teams 
during tournaments, etc.)


