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W 
elcome 

members of 

MHSAA 

and thank you for joining.   If you are 

just learning about our organization, 

we encourage you to consider joining 

MHSAA as a paid member.  The Arti-

cles of Incorporation for the Manhat-

tan High School Alumnae Association 

(MHSAA) were officially filed with 

the State of Kansas on November 30, 

2004, and our official By-Laws were 

approved by the Board of Directors 

January 20, 2006.  The mission of  

MHSAA is to develop and maintain 

information to communicate with 

alumni and friends of Manhattan High 

School; to promote Manhattan High 

School to students, graduates and 

friends; to create awareness of the 

quality of education within Manhattan 

High School; and to enhance Manhat-

tan High School and its graduates 

through life-long involvement. 

The various articles contained in 

this newsletter are intended to ac-

quaint you with the many committees, 

projects, and functions MHSAA is 

involved with.  It is our intent to sup-

port alumni and Manhattan High 

School by providing and maintaining 

information about alumni and events 

while serving as a link between 

alumni and friends and the High 

School and its Foundation..  The de-

tails of MHSAA membership are on 

the back page of this newsletter. 

Membership information and applica-

tions are available by writing PO  Box 

1102, Manhattan, KS 66502, or at  

www.mhsalumniassociation.org. 

     We hope you will join us in sup-

porting this worthy endeavor if ñDeep 

in your heart there is a love for dear 

old MHSò.  Please feel free to contact 

me at (785)537-9123 if you have 

questions or suggestions or dfis-

er1@cox.net.        
     
   David Fiser, ó57  President MHSAA 

 

Presidentôs 

Message 

MHSAA To Restore Indian Mosaic  

Do you remember the Indian mosaic below?  

MHSAA Awards & Recognition/Wall of Fame Committee Chairman Dan Hall ó70, right front, 

surveys the damage to the Indian with some of his committee: right rear, Don Slater ó57; at left 

Brenda (Hardin) Simons, 75ô;  Keith Eyestone 80ó.   

I 
f you graduated from Manhattan 

High School between 1958 and 

1974, you will remember this 

Indian  mosaic installed in the floor 

in front of the school gymnasium 

when the school was built 1957.  The 

mascot that MHSers wouldnôt let 

anyone step on.  As it said in the 

1958 Blue M next to his picture  

ñDonôt Tread On Me!ò  At the breaks 

between classes in those early days 

high school, it was always interesting 

to watch the hall because everyone 

just walked around it.  

It also has to be admitted that some 

MHS Alums do remember him as a 

source of torment.  "The seniors used 

to make the underclassmen shine it," 

MHSAA member Cam Feltner, re-

ported to the Manhattan Mercury, 

when the paper ran a front page story 

on MHSAAôs first major project: to re-

store this Indian to itôs former glory.  

According to The Manhattan Mer-

curyôs story, in the early 1970s some 

students pushed coach Earl Gritton's 

Volkswagen part way onto the Indian, 

and several MHSAA members told of 

seniors throwing sophomores onto him 

and making them spit shine it with their 

rear-ends, Feltner recalled.  Over the 

years, then, the Indianôs role was not 

just one of pride. It also served as a fo-

cal point for pranks.  At one point a 

small wrought-iron fence was installed 

around the Indian to keep the mosaic 

pristine.   

The Indian was taken out of the floor 

in 1974, according to current Principal 

Terry McCarty, and hung up high on the 

wall of the gym, behind the home-side 

bleachers.    
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